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Charity to the diſtreſſed Members of Chriſt ac- 
cepted as done to himſelf, and rewarded, at 
the Judgment-day, with bleſſedneſs in God's 


SERMON, 


Preached the Lord s-Day after the Darn of 


Mr. E dward Gray. 


Who Departed chis Life July 2nd, 1757, in 
| the 84th Year of his Age. 


By CHARLES CHAUNCY, D.D. 
One of the Paſtors of the firſt Church in Boſton. 


« He that ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap alſe 
bountifully.“ | Apoſtle Paul. 


Bos ron: Printed by GREEN & RUSSELL, 


in Queen-ſtreet. 1757. 
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| ; 4 wee, $f i 5 15 | 22 4 5 5 
Deeds of Charity Rewarded, at the 
Judgment-Day, withy n Blef- 

aral 


Then fall the King TOE nts them on his m_ 
hand, come, ye bleſſed of my Fe ather, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the feundation 
of the world. For I war an hungred, und ye 
gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave 
me drink ; T was a ſtranger and ye took me 


2 erily, I hay unto you, inaſmuc h at ye 
hots bes unto one of the leaſt HOW 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. 22 


HE paſſage of ſcripture, of which the 
hp words T have read to you are a part, 
contain an account of the proce eſs of rhe 
great and general judgment ; an account, perhaps, 
the moſt obſerrable of any to bs met with, in A 3 ag's 
view, chroughout che new teſtament. CO 


8 + 


IT 


4 „1 n 
ee 
— - 


4 #4 Se n tr Dare 


. might-be- t profitable far our — 


« righteouſheſs” to go over the particulars of this 
gecount : But the limits to which I am canfined 
will not allow of this, tot inderd to diſcourſe por 


every thing worthy n 


5h zÞ 


"OR things only y may e r 
won, at preſent, as being of more l importance. = 


T The infiuenoe df Yebds of Chaity oh the fen- 


eg i, Be e 
judgment, on the Fightbons. 


1. The rertionine ant und En dat 1 
made of this kind af del, before apy. ober 


III. n 
de great *. r OS . 


1 Tas fiſt thing to be conftiere? Far wel 
of deeds of charity with reſpect to the ſenlince, 
which will be pronounced on the righteous, at the 
judgment. The ſentence is thar, ver. 34. #7 IEG 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Lingdom 
as " pared for you from the foundation of tie RO 


E1 * Oe = x 5 N SF, e: r 7 TA 12 = 2 1 q ; | 
c N. Edward Gran  $-_ * 


on the procurement of this happy ſentence, „ Fox 
„ was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; © was 
"ot and yo gies me nk,” and fo on 2 


4 Lick you bs, hs ee un 
at the judgment-day, which. pronounces and makes 
men bleſſed, with. deeds of charity to the” needy and 
Hftreſ2d. This Kind of Jeck therefore are of fer- 
eee 

e 2 . 


A 5 what is their he 
— the obinen of bledidae | 
wt of. e Fi 


In anfixer whereto, we may be ſure, ty wn 
do use, haye no influence, as the meriteriqus cauſe, 
ground, or reaſon, of this bleſſedneſs. The earch 
of Rame may think highly of the value of good works, | 
hoping to be bid, at the judgment, to inherit God's 
heavenly kingdom, on account of the worthineſs of 
them; and they may ſupport themſelyes in their. 
1 From what our Lord has faid in my text. © But 
Hy any miſtake his meaning. To ſpeak of 
*** 


905 
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rious of heavenly bleſſedneſs is an abſurdity too groſs 
to be entertained by any, who- are allowed the free | 
wa. of ane ape the ror Sah. 


is one of ths moſt Siva withs, as all that 

we haye, and are, we derive from God. . Not oply 
our ability, but our very inclination, 'to every good 
work, is the free gift of God. The * Paul 
therefore makes thoſe appeals, | 1 Cor. iv. 3. . Who 
* maketh thee to differ from another? Ad what haſt 
* thou that thou didſt not receive” ? And his reaſon- 
ing hereupon i is ſtrictly concluſive; © Now, if thou 
«* didft receive it, why doſt thou glory as if thou hadſt 
« not-received.it” ? This ſame apoſtle makes that 
folemn challenge; Rom. xi, 35. Who harh firſt 
given to him” ? If any are able to anſwer and ſays 
we have given to God that which we did not firſt re- 
deige from him, they may then claim, as is conceded 
in the next words, “ to have it recompenſed 1 to them 
« again. But as no meer man could ever juſtly 
plead t thus, it muſt forever be acknowledged, that an 
admiſſion to bleſſedneſs in heaven is a reward of grace, 


and not of debt. Ef rx * 


* 1 9 1 we 7 — done our 
all in ſerying God, and doing good to men, we have 
r our duty. And where is the merit of this? 

' A 


of Mr. EDWARD GIANT. * 


"PA 

As ur Saviour argues, Luk. xyii. 9, 10. bee 
„thank chat Seryant, becauſe. he did the things thar 

« were commanded bim? I trow not. $6 likewiſe. 
ye, when ye have done all thoſe things which ard 8 

« commanded.you, ſay, we are unprofitable ſervants A 

cc We have done chat which was our dury te ad do.” ME ö 


| to. eſteem ourſelves * a unprofiable ſervants, becauſe - 
our beſt ſervices carry in them ſo great a mixture 5 
frailty and imperfection, and are accompanied with fo 
many faults and Follies, that we ſtand bh in 
need of the 5 and e of God. 3 * | 


which, 2 


. th „ God 5 Nor 

ane ever ſo rightequs,) ar charitable, can -e be 
profitable to the Almighty. Excellent is the reaſons! 
ing in the book of Job to this purpoſe. . Þs it an 
pleaſure to the Almighty, chat thou art rightepus ? or. 
gain to him, that thou makeſt chy ways perfect? Look, 

to the: heavens, and ſee, and, behold. the clouds which. 
are higher than thou, If thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou 


againſt him ? Or if thy tranſgreſſions be mulaplied, 
what doth thou unto him? If thou be righteous, 


what 1 thou him? Or what receiveth he of thine 
The words are a ' moſt ſolemn check” to the 
W conceit, we are too apt to entertain of ourſelyes, 


VEN pi CO 


— , ee ⅛— . —— ttt AAS. 2 oe 
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God. When we look, up > the heavens, a] behold | 
the ſky, and the Th we ſee them to be high 
above us: But the great God is ſtill infinitely higher; "Be 
exalted far above all heavens, and as far beyond, the 
reach of being affected by any conduct of our's to- 
wards him. We may be ready to indulge the tho'r, 
as if the glorious God was mightily diſſerved by our 
fins, and as much benefited, by our acts of goodneſs : 

But this is. altogether a vain imagination. If we are 
wicked, it's no hurt to the Almighty : Nor if we are 
righteous, is he at all advantaged by it. He is neither 


the worſe for our ſins committed againſt him; nor the 


better, tho we ſhould make our ways perfect before 
him. And whatever our carriage is; he unchangeably 
remains” the ſame bleſſed God forever more. How 
impoſſible is it then, that we ſhould merit at bis 
hands ! If he receives nothing from us, if he is. 
nothing bettered by any goodneſs of our's, all tho't: 
of © Je/ert muſt be totally laid aſide; eſpecially that 
moſt vain of all imaginations; the pretence of merit. 


ing ſo great a reward from God as N 150. * 


3 var 2150) raid nige 


i 77 4 11 1 


* * ae all him of reward upon FA foot of 
Works, in point of merit, muſt be foreyer excluded; 
yet are they far from being uſeleſs. And works of 
charity may properly be conſidered as Having ſome 
influence 


—_—_ EH YA [VER . 21 
influence . on the beſtow ment of bleſſedneſß, at . 
judgment-day. And their, influence ſeems to lie in 
this, that they. are among thoſe fruits of faith and! 
love, which, as there is opportunity therefor, are made, 

8 in the goſpel-covenant, in ordet to our be- 

qualified for the rewards of the heavenly kingdom. 
E. Eber pleaſed God, of his meer mercy, pon the 
account of Chriſt, for his ſake, and in virtue of his 
merits, to make the promiſe of heavenly everlaſting 
bleſſedneſs to perſons fo and ſo qualified, our having 
4: fed the hungry, and cloathed the naked, and this, 
from a principle of faith that has wrought: in theſe 
effects of love, operates to our advantage, at the judg- 
ment, as it declares us to be the perſons that are 
qualified} according to the goſpel-ſcheme, for the 
kingdom, God has ck from » the Foungat ion of 
| 3 oel 2 | | 21-435 


Wu x «therefore our Saviour, in the text, pro- 
nounces the happy ſentence on che righteous, come 
ye bleſſed of my Father , and adds this account of 
the matter, Fox I Was an bungred, - and ye 
gave me meat” —, his deſign is, not to point out the 
proper cauſe, the meritorious ground, of this reward ; 

but the connection the goſpel has made between he 
; reward, and the way. to it. He would hereby, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, give us to underſtand, the neceſſity 
N deeds of charity in order to an admiſſion to future 5 


© B 2 bleſ. 
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biedſeanels ; ind that Wers ein be no Rick thing, ür 
cording to the conſtitution of the goſpel-coyenant, as 
Our being tho't meet, at the general judgment, to in- 
herit the kingdom of God, unleſs we are the ſubjects 
of that Gt which has wro't by love, not only 
Tore to God, but to our brother alſo, evidencing it's 
Ty by all | proper acts of beneficence, as there has 


e therefor. 


6 Tubes, the chief dung med at by our Lord 
A, to aſſert the abſolute and indiſpenſible neceſſity of 
deeds of charity, ſo far as God gives opportunity; to 
declare it, in the moſt ſolemn and formal manner, 
| that if we haye this world's goods, and are of ſuch a 

temper as that we can ; ſee our brother have need, 
and ſhut up our bowels of compaſſion from him,” we 
Jhall in no wiſe be counted worthy, at the judg- 
ment-day,to receiye the ſentence, © come, ye blefled 
of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” !—But Wa 5 
ee further here. To go on, 


2 


i Tur — thing obſervable in the text, is the | 
Particular and diſtin& mention of deeds of charity, ra- 
ther than any other. „ I was an hungred, and ye 
ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me 

drink” — — You Wlerre: deeds of chafity are the g's | 


* of BV. E WAND GR K* N. 13 


ly onsg out Lord tis doſtehted in Aub theſe dre 
gled out, IL ” ind di - 


tinctneſd. 93 Aut Vf 


1 
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* 


— { 3s ons expreſs i). will be = 


found at the right band of Chriſt, who neyer were in 
a capacity to © feed the hungry, or cloth the naked”; 
but were themſelys both fed and cloathed by the 
charity of others? Tig particiſlatly tetordid' of 
Lazarus, à poor beggar; ib teduesd $546 Gefre to U 


L ea wh hs erune dar de Dioeys u ⸗ 


ble”, that, when he died, he was carried by the 
angels to Abrahams boſem“ And, to ſay the leaſt, 
as great numbers from among the podr, as from among 
the rich, will hereafter be admitted into the 1 
nd our Lord Jeſus Chef, h 


vas. 


„ may we think, intend works * 
Charity are here particulatty mentioned, chat ther 
good works tre needleſs; or chat thefe will tue Sor 
the warit of the other. Charity is not here ſinglod out 
to exclude the concurrenee of other chriſtian wirtues. 


We may not Iiagine, that dis of Arle cant 


deration how a ten lives th other reſpeRs,iF he is hat 
bountiful in his diſtributions to the neceſſitous. No; 
12 . the ſhetifice'of alas my be wo 

the 


\ 
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the Father of mercies, twill be of no account, another 
day, if we are negligent of our duty in other regards. 
We muſt be pious towards God, ſober as to ourſelyes, 
and righteous, as well as charitable, towards our oy 
bour : Nor otherwiſe ſhall we, at the judgment, be 
pronounced / good and faithful feryants,” aol be bid 
o enter into che nen 


. 


IU 1 
thus neceſſary, why, you will ſay, are theſe latter ſin- 
r A 28 it were, from the _ 


2 AL good reaſons may bo aſgned fr this, 
ad they ed tht follow, 22 


Ox k may be obviouſly | colleted from & very. 
ſentence itſelf, which is here paſſed on the righteous. 
For *tis a ſentence of mercy ; pronounced, not ac- 
to the rigors of juſtice, but the allowances of 
grace. Our Lord and Judge is now exerciſing the 
moſt illaſtrious act of grace towards righteous men: 
And what works ſo proper to be particularly mention- 
ed by name as works of mercy ? At ſuch a time as 
this, there ſeems to be a ſpecial fitneſs in our Saviour's 
raking a diſtin notice of the charitable deeds, which 
good men have done, in obedience to his goſpel, and 


an relief of thoſe who needed their compaſſion.  _ 
* 


. i 
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II ought alſo to be remembred, that ef 
 Tity are often performed in ſo ſecret "a manner, chat 
they will never be known, unleſs' they are reyealed at 
the day of judgment. Many good men ſo punctually, 
in many caſes, obſerve the direction of their Lord; - 
that they ſuffer not their · left hand to know what 
their right hand does,” in che article of * giving alms. 
Theit good deeds to the diſtreſſed members of Jeſus 
Chriſt lie concealed from che knowledge of the world. 
Tis not imagined, and would ſcarcely be believed, 
how frequently, and with what liberality, they make 
diſtributions to the neceſſities of the ſaints. And is it 
| fir ſo much goodneſs ſhould forever be buried in ſe- 
crecy ? Tr ſhall not, but, according to the promiſe of 
Chriſt himſelf, be opened to the world, and rewarded. 
So we read, Matt. vi. 3, 4- © When thou doſt alms, 
let not thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doth, that thine alms may be in ſecret : Rag 
F ather, which ſeeth in ſecret, himſelf ſhall r ; 
thee openly. „ Our Lord might, probably, have in 
view this promiſed reward ; ſo wording his account of 
the judgment, as to aſſure good men, that all their 
deeds of charity ſhould then be openly acknowledged) 
and particularly related, to their eternal honor, before 
the general aſſembly of men a and angels. oy 


/ 


WE abs of iis conduct ef 1 125 
wight be the peat ſtreſs es * 
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of 'charigy, in the new ieſtament· writing. Of all che 
duties me oe to aur neighbour, there is no one, 05 
hape, in the whole ſyſtem of chriſtian morali | 
is more particularly, frequently, and . 0 fit 
ged upon us. That we ſhould love one — a go js 
proſeſſon only, but with a love expreſſing itſelf in all 
ſtances. of beneficence, was the great meſſage the 
Son of God came into the world to deliver to us. So 
we are told, 1 Jaln ii. 2.“ This is the mefſage ys 
hare heard. from che beginning, that ye ſhould loxe 
ane another.“ The law of lore, as diſeorering irſelt 
97 jn-deed and in truth, and not in word and. tongue 

only, is emphatically the law of chriſtianity. Says 
our Saviour, -7obn xx. 12. This is. x command- 
meut, that ye love one. ancthar. Says, the apaſt paſtle Pau 
in his name, Col. ii. 14, Above all theſe things put 
en charity.” And the apoſtle John ſo connects the 
duty of loving one another with the firſt and great du- 
ty of JoyingGod, that if we do not love one another, 
ors can we. love God. His words. are 9 1 


SS 


hola af compaſſion from bim, how 1 the 
love of Cod u in him“? The manner of diction im- 
ports a moſt vehement denial... It does not dwell Ri 
him, be his pretences what they will. In fine, this 

charity is made ſo to enter into the very, being of 
* ew, 33. that, without I, we ws * 


Ty 


e rde, 
A the cherche et el cite To this 
We read, 1 John il. 10. TR EEE 
are manifeſt, and the childten of the devil; whoſoever. 
doth. not righteouſneſs is not of God: neither he that | 
loveth not his brother.” 80 in the 14th ver. „ We 
know that we have paſſed from death to life, becauſe 
we love the brethren : He that loveth not his bro=" 
ther, abideth in death. Vaſt ſtreſe you Heeg is laid 
upon tlis duty of love; nat the name; but the thing 
chat is to ſay; loye-as ĩt diſcovers itſelf in all proper 
deeds of charity. And we are herefrom taught the 
pertinency of the diſtinguiſhing notice our Saur 
takes, at LIT AHA Ae pela; 
It cantiot be thought firange; that he ſhauld thus fins “ 
gle them out, ſince they are ſo emphatically particu- 

larized in the goſpel, and ſpoken of as neceſſary in 
"REN n 8 IaTE! 5 eee 298 ih 


1 0 R 6. 
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n Ai er en, Ghinging ti? 
a principle of love, are a ſure proof of our being uni 
verſally qualified for the rewards of God's heavenly 
kingdom. For our whole. duty, both to 2 
Wannen 


1 : 17 8 
e 


N 


it, Sn ee 5 21 n n 441 3 


Wis ＋ is our Ui WL but lone vated n . 
actings ? It is the root of all holy obedlenes to füt, 


835 it all. ieee 
- therefors 
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therlfore obſerres, 1 Jabs . v. 3. Tg i is the love 
of God, that. we keep his NS And, if 
our love be real and hearty, i it will expreſs irfelf in in a 
dutiful regard to him as our r King and God, in a fea. 
, dy « care to obſerre ATE he has commanded, | | 


: A 4b ' ' : 
en ni It. : if Foc 29 


Aw ws the ck? may be ſaid of FIRE dia + neigh 
bour. It includes in it virtually all; the offices of 
Juſtice and charity, and whatever duty we are obliged 
to, with reference to bne another. So e are e 
— apa Paul, in Rom. xiii. g. „ Owe 
no man any thing but to love one another; for he 
that loveth another hathi fulfilled the law.“ It fol- 
los in the two next verſes : Thou ſhalt not com- 
mir adultery, thou ſhalt not Kill ; undi if there be 
any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in 
this ſaying, namely, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thy eee, Wks is, the Fachs of the 
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itſelf in deeds of charity to the poor members of 
Chriſt, there no other chriſtian grace can be totally 
wanting. Our Saviour therefore, by - mentioning 
deeds of charity, as ſpringing from love, has done the. 
fame thing in efef, as if he had mentioned every 
thing elſe. 7 12 
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"In; R another. reaſon, why out Saviour takes 
ſuch dilinguiſhing notice. of afts of charity. may be, 
becauſe he lopks upon every one of them 38.2 kinds 
neſs done to himſelf. And this leads me to the next 
ting to * e to wk the text; and that 1 * 
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III. The "ONE manner Du which he ese of | 
deeds of charity. “ 1 was an  hungred; and ye gave 
me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink, Ad 


ſo on. What! is done by the righteous, in a way 9 


charitable diſtributions to the diſtreſſed members of | 
Chriſt, he graciouſly ſpeaks of as done to himſelf. 
For this is the meaning of the wards, as our Lord has 
himſelf. explained them. For tis obſervable," when 
the great Judge of the world had ſald, “come, ye 
_ bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you, —for I was an hungred, and ye gare me 
meat ; The righteous, to whom he had thus + b. | 
plied, filled with humble wonder, to find ſuch 'poor 
and worthleſs feryices af their's, ſb graciouſly: ow 
and amply rewarded, break forth in the following 
admiring addreſs to their King and Judge; Lord, 
when ſaw we thee an ' biingred, and fed ' thee? or | 
thirſty, and gave thee drink? when ſaw, we thee 
ſtranger, and took thee in 7 To which our Savi- 
our makes the aſtoniſhing anſwer, in the latter part of 
bang 8 Fs Verily, I fay unto you, n as ye 
1 2 2 C 2 have 
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| hare dotie it unto ane of the leaſt of theſe" my bre - 
thren; ye have done it untd me- Me indeed, in my 
own perſon, ye have not telibved, tefreſlied;and cm. 
forted ; but theſe offices of charity ye have done to 
my brethren; to thoſe I atm dearly related to, and ten- 
derly concerned for: And what ye have thus done 
to chem, eren the leaſt of them, I take kindly at your 
hands, looking upon it vith the lice gpl W 
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0 WONDERFUL «els of theSon of God, 
eur Saviour and Judge! That he ſhould take any no- 
ice of the charities of ſuch poor, imperfect, ſelfiſh 
ereatures, deſerves our humble and grateful acknow+ 
F 

of chem, eſteem them as ſo many kind ſervices done 
to his own perſon, ſpeak of them as ſuch openly in 
the. face of all angels and men, and admit us here- 
upon to che rewards of grace in his Fathers heavenly 
and eternal kingdom ; —it is unſpeakably aſtoniſhing !. 
- Nothing could have been faid more powerfully adap: 

ted ta convey an idea of che warmth and ſtrength of 


the grace of Chriſt towards men; and, we muſt be 
> ps Heh mM 
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Dos thu we may bs led it right unde ba 
ing of this language of our Lord and Judge; and cn. 
coive aright of the propriety of his ſaying; „Aa ftaue 
23 ye haye done it to the beaſt of 3 1 
ee Wer 2 04 SO. 
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"Waxx. 2 8 fed to a. partake 
of fleſh and blood, in faſhion. 28.4 + many wankind in 
common are his brethren. Their relation to him an 
| ſuch ariſes from his being a man, like as; we are, bn, | 

| only excepted. And in conſequence; ot his , poſſeſſing 
manhood, he may properly be conſidered 3s, in ſot 
meaſure, intereſted bath in the joys and ſorrous of 
them, who, in common with him, partake. of the lame 
nature. He is accordingly ſpoken af, Heb. id. 15 
as an high-prisſt, who could be touched Wick the 
feeling of our infirmities?? What is done to us may, 
in a Uo eee ee e wren 'be 
ee e pena eee A N et; n ys, 
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in which the words. of our, Lord may, be, 1 un erft 

As we are chriſſians, not. in profeſſion, and apj 8 ran 
only, | bur i in 1 reality and truth, we are, in the "mar: 
and religious ſenſe, whatever nation or. -Kjn dred we 
are of, members of that body of which. Jelus us brill 


is the head. "The inſpired pen-men often ſer the 


matter 
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matter befare;\ us in | this Bg. 1 Cr. ü. 12, 13. 
For as the body is one, and hath many members, 
ad all the members of the body, being many mem - 
bers, are one body; So alſo is Chriſt, For by one 
ſpirit we are baptized igta one body, In like man- 
ner, it is obſerved of believers, ver. 27th, Ye are 
the body of Chriſt, and members in particular.“ 
Now, according to the reafoning, in this ſame chapter, 
26h ver. Whether one. member fuffer, all the 
members ſuffer with it; or one member be ' honored, 
all the members rejoice with it.” And as Chriſt is 
the head of the body, the church, it is eminently true, 
with reſpe& to him, that he is a ſharer with its ſeve- 
ral members in their joys and griefs. As they are 
parts of his body, it cannot be bur he 1 e 

. . 
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- - i g een to ane of ſpeaking, not in 
frequently uſed in ſcripture, that what is done to the 
diſciples of Chriſt, is repreſented as done to himſelf. 
II this point of light, we are, at once, let into the 
meaning of that ſurprizing voice from heaven, Acts 
bx. 4, 5. © Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ?— 
I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt. In the ſame 
light, we may readily ſee the propriety, and force, of 
that remarkable paſſage, in the goſpel, * Whoſoever 
ſhall gire to drink unto one of theſe little ones, a op 


0 * 
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| oft whe diy in che naine of a diſciple/ e, deny 
fay unto you, be ſhall in no wiſe löſe is reward® 


And *tis with a view to the ſame conſideration of good 
men as the body of Chtift, that he fiys, 1 was an 
hungred, and ye gave me meat; was thirſty, and ye 
gave me drink.” —And again, «« "Verily I fay unte ; 
you, inaſmuch as ye have done it to the leaſt of theſe 
my brethren, ye have done | it unto me.” 1 
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 HavinG, with as kl en could, — 
dyer the ſeveral particulars propoſed to be conſidered, 
there is time to turn the diſcourſe. into a; ſerious 
exhortation, calling upon my ſelf. and you to abound 
in deeds of charity. Nor can the wiſdom of men 
or angels preſent to our view, for our quickning and 
encouragement, ſtronger arguments than thoſe con- 
tained in my text. Our Saviour and Judge will ac« 
cept it kindly of us, if we open our hearts at the cry 
of his needy diſciples, and ſtretch forth our hands to 

their relief. Yea, he will reckon it an act of bene- 
ficence done to himſelf, and acknowledge it as ſuch 
before the general aſſembly at the great day. And 
can we withſtand ſo moving, ſo endearing, a conſide« 
ration? Where, in that caſe, is our love to the Sa- 
viour, our beſt friend, and greateſt benefactor ? Was 
our dear Lord now on earth; and could” we behold 
him, with our bodily eyes, in a ſuffering ſtate, as he 
once was, ſhould we think any thing too much to 
part 
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pet wich for his. comfort ? Jet us make it 
that we ſhould: not, by miniſtring to the 4 ec 
poor faings.. 2 — 
0 Chuiſt himſelf; For he in the head of that body, 
ef which, believers,” howeyer poor and needy, are 


| Parts; and the(kingneſs we ſhow: them, we ſhow it 


eoaltradiinely to.him.: Leg, chere is no office of 0. 


expreſs towards them, even the meaneſt of 
them, but our Lord will take it as though | perſonally 


done ts Hmſelf. O the 4Roniſhingiftupidity of thoſe 


_ meit;-who-are not made wilting, by this -conftraining 
— 1 ER ons and 
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Ir this ſhould be the truth with reſpeſt 10 ay 
u, let us loc forward to the coming day of judg | 
ment, and know, that our admiſſion to the rewards of 
an eternal kingdom is eſſentially connected with | that | 
oe to the brethren,” which will ſhow it ſelf in 
all ſuitable inſtances of [beneficence; towards them, 
The inquiry, at the judgiſent, will be, what have 
bebn our charities,” in obedience io the goſpel ? What 
diſttributions fave we made to Chriſt's poor, which 
we have always had with us to move our commiſera · 
ton ? Nor will it be in our power to give a good ac- 
count of ourſelves, if we cannot ſay, that we have 
W 
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Portiont,according to the ability. God has given, us. SY 

will not chen avail us, tho? we.. ſhould have debe * 

hurt af we have. done no good. It will not then. ſuffice, | 
chat we have. been fair and honeſt in our — 
we haye been ſober and temperate in. ur exjoyments, . 
or / that we have appeated zealous and davout towards 
God, if, at the fame time; we haye been heard-hears. 
ted ahd uncharitable; if, while we have had ir by nag 
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| wehre, ſaid to our poor neighbout, * g, and œome, 


again ro mbrrow, and I will give thee ; if, While we; 
| have: had ability, we have ſaid to this and the other 

« brother and ſiſtet, whetti naked, vr deſtiture of daily: 
food; depart. in peace, be ye warthed, be ye Suan an 
have not given them thoſe things which are e 
a the W 1 e 


5 * T may de EW * + our * notice, 8 
moſt ſolemu remembrance, that the dreadful,, curſe 
ſpoken of, in the context, as denounced againſt; the, 
wicked, is grounded on their negledt of deeds of cha- 
rity. © Depart from me ye curſed; for 1 Was an, 
hungred, and ye gave me no meat; I was thirſty,and, 
ye gave me no drink,“ and ſo on. They were, no 
doubt, ſinnets in other reſpects; che want of charity 1 
is commonly accompanied with many other ſins + 
bur cheir uncharitableneſs only is. mentioned 
name; and tis on this account, in ſpecial, that, 251 
are doomed to © the fire prepared for the detil ahd 
his angels.” D Do 
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00 we; my brethren, believe à coming day of 

judgment? Do we expect to ſee the Son of man de- 
Kending from heaven, in great glory, with his holy 
angels, to ſummon both quick and dead to an appear- 
ance before his-tribunal ? Let us prove our faith by 
our works. To do good and communicate, let us 
not forget for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well ple- 
ſed.” Do we hope to be found at the right hand of 
our Judge, when he ſhall “appear a ſecond ' time 
without fin unto ſalvation ”? Let us then be . rich 
in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate“: So ſhall we ( lay up in ſtore for our 
ſelves a good foundation « ann chat A n 2 
hy hold on eternal life,” : 


Tux bleſſed ſentence; we have — 7 will, at 
the judgment-day, be pronounced on thoſe, and only 
thoſe, who have © fed the hungry, and cloathed the 
naked.” Tf therefore we have not, when God has 
given us ability and opportunity, done ' theſe kind 
offices to the diſtreſſed in Chriſt, and are conſcious 
to our ſelves that we have been thus uncharitable, 
we can be at no loſs to determine, that we are not 
in the number of thoſe, concerning whom the great 
King and Judge of the world will ſay, at his appear- 
Ing, come, ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for 1 you, from the foundation of 


the world.” - 
— * SuREILx, 
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Sun EIn, ai come, 
and did but realize the advantage, the unſpeakable 
| and everlaſting. advantage, i it would then be to us, to 
haye abounded in deeds of charity, we , not be 
diſpoſed to 4 with-hold more chan is meet, as we 
too commonly are. Tis A certain truth, however 
backwarg- we may be to admit it, chat the beſt 
thing we can do with « che mammon of unrighteouſ-· 
neſs” is, to make to ourſelves friends of it, by = 
employing i it to the uſes of charity, that © when' we 
fail, they may receive us to cee habitations o 


ruth, has: we then 5 cn our own. intereſt, 
when we do the moſt good with our "ellates. We may, 
in this wayconſtruQvely remit them to another world, 
where we may enjoy the benefit of them forever- 
Every deed of charity, ſpringing from a principle of 
faith in Chriſt, and love to Gad and our neighbour,is as 
ſo much treaſure laid up in heaven. We may be ready 
to think, all that is done this way is loſt, eſteeming it as 
1 bread caſt upon the waters, » as the wiſe man 
f peaks; but we ſhall « find it again after many days: 
perhaps, in this world, without a poſſibility of failure 
in the coming eternal. world. The leaſt good we, do 
to the leaſt diſciple. of Chriſt, done i in faith and love, 
ſhall be remembred, and taken notice of, by him at 
the judgment, and amply reyarded. And the more 
good we do, the more diſtinguitkingly. glorious. will 
the 
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Lgns of a commugion-day. Bur i it _ ought | to be Ce Ter 
membred, our being hereafter admired to ſet down 3 a 
the eternal ſupper. of the Lamb, in God's heavenly 
kingdom, i is connected, in che text 1 hare been upon; 

even by our Saviour himſelf, with the regard we hare 


Harb ther dury of charity I hare beep recommending. 


x Axy "is obſerrable, that very death, which we 
commemorate, at the holy ſupper, was owing: to cha- 
rity in the bleſſed Jeſus to the periſhing ſons of men, 
greater chariry chan was ever hefore expreſſed in this 
world of our's, or eyer will be expreſſed again. And 
the ſupper, at which we are about to communicate, is 

an appointed memorial of this very charity of our 
Saviour and Lord Nor can we ſuitably remember 
his death, without: remembring that charity of his, 
which made bim willing to undergo this Rs for * 
e good. 


Ax "ris, moreover, a feaſt of charity aur « we are 

t to attend. And if we would attend it aright,. it 
mult be in the exerciſe of that charity, which will i in- 
fluence us to © loye one another, even as Chriſt loved 
ws,” when he ec gave himſelf an offering for our fins.” 
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19, zr dis zie, he te ſegſonahle . ih the pros 


dence of. God, there is An gpporrairy, And i fair gall 
to preſent $0.your New an jllyſtriggs jnſiance gf ons 
of thgſe righteous ane of whale deeds of charjurta che 
paar, We have * o balieye, ur Redegwer Will 
take particular agtice, at the great day of , judgment 
and publiſ to abs e e ha "Oy 1. 
an to his NN HAAS: 
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apt to give diſguſſ, 36 being eſteemed a compliment = 

jo tthe dead, rather than-rheir juſk ohargcter. Put, 1 ip 
the preſent caſe, I am in no: fear of - giving. —— 
the perſen I am ij ſpeak of x ſo nagureptionable, 


{ udenujed. meſs for his gerne, and e Anre- 
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iP Ir Was bis glory 210 pinch, that! he bezan 
5 g ſerve hs and be made good 
Progreſs in religion, exemplifying in big pemper, "and 
con condu&, the OP, _ yas. . and 7 
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"Hz had upon his mind an habitual awe and rever- * 
e e 00 was a man of undiſſembled 
piety ; prayerful and devout; conſcientious in his ob- 

ſeryation of the Lord's day; a conſtant ſerious at- 
| tendant on all the inſtitutions of goſpel-worſhip ; a 
bright pattern of meekneſs and humility, patience and 
ſubjection to the Father of ſpirits ; bates Hedley 1 
regard to juſtice, which he ever diſcovered in the fair- 
neſs in his dealings, punctual yeracity to his word ; for 
his uprightneſs and integrity ; his generous and public 

Arit ;. his, plain-heartedneſs and ſimplicity; tis free - 

ö m from deceit and guile; his diſtegard to the pomps 
and vanities of the world; his peaceable, 3 
r towards all men. 


H was of an ative ſpirit, Aligeat! in buſineſs; bat 
did not purſue it to the negleR of the one thing need- 
ful. His ſhare of this world's goods, the fruit of his 
own labour, under the divine bleſſing, was very. con- - 
fiderable ; but he did not keep it to himfelf. He 
* bosered the Lord with his ſubſtance” ; chearfully 
embracing the opportunities providence put into his 
hands of relieving the neceſſities of the poor, He was 
« rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 

communicate: Tho how often he did fo is not fully 
| | known, nor will it be known, till the day of the re- 
4 velation of Jeſus Chriſt. And what added much to the 


beauty and ralue of his Tharitles, he diſpenſed them 
| my without 
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ee ud wail buſtle, without dw or oftenation 5 
not ſeeking, not regarding, the praiſe of | 
cerned chiefly to approve himſelf to his great Lade 
Judge. He was, in a word, one of thoſe . good men 


for whom (as the apoſtle Pail ſpeaks) one would even 
dare to die. een | 
and they went up for a memorial before God.” wy 


He was, ne night be expatied eff fuck» Jn, ref = 
conciled to the thoughts of death, willing to be « ab. 


ſent from the body,” as hoping he ſhould go to be 


with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. And when Chriſt . 
ſhall come in the clouds of heayen, in great glory, and 
his holy angels with him, to judge the quick and dead, 
then we ſhall, I truſt, ſee this his ſervant at his right 
hand ; and that, we have reaſon to believe, will be the 


e he will pronounce on him, * Come, thou 
| bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for- 


you fromthe foundation of the world: For IJ was an 
hungry, and thou gaveſt me meat; I was thirſty, and 

thou gayeſt me drink ; I was a 3 and thou took - 

eſt me in; naked, 56d thou cloathedſt me; I was ſick 


and thou viſtedſt me ; in priſon, and thou en 


me : Inasmuch as chou haſt done theſe things ro theſe: 


and thoſe of "ny brethren, thou haſt done it unto me,” 


W E cannot wiſh any thing better for the l 


and ahe children 8 3 than a e Portion of 
the 


e N 
N 5 » OY p a ; wh 5 | 124 


y -- 


1 DA SERMON qi th Drarn 
che fame fpirit that reſtec om their father ! And may- 


they alt be bleſſingt in the world, and e 


God im their day and geheration * 


Ax may we of this church faribly reſent” (his: 
ml ſtroke of God's hand upon us, within: ſo ſhort 
a time! We have loſt a true friend, and a liberal be- 
nefactor; and our poor, one who was as a father to 
them- The Lord is hereby thinning-our glory, and 
wenlcening our ſtrengttr. Help Eord, for the godly: 
man ceaſethi, the faithful fail from among us. Inſtead 
of the fathers, may there be the children, to fupply- 
their place; and continue this church to the ſecun® 
comiag of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! 


Lr us be e follow thoſe'whs Kiotich | 
faith, and patience, and charity,are gone to inherit the : 
promiſes. es, Let us labour that we may abouhd in every . 
good work, doing all the good we can, ef} petially to the 
houſhold of faith, Let us deal our bread to the hun- 
gry, and draw out our ſouls to the diſtreſſed: Sd will 
our Lord Jeſus Chtiſt, when he appears to judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, place us at his own right hand, 
pronounce us bleſſed in the audience of all angels au 
the whole race of men, and give us an open and an 
abundant entrance into God's s everlaſting kingdom. 
it E N. 


